	[image: image1.png]'and .
lcounting




	Insert your organization logo


PRESS RELEASE




Insert date and time of the release


GOVERNMENT URGED TO REVIEW ITS PROMISES TO IMPROVE SEXUAL HEALTH AND REPRODUCTIVE SERVICES IN [INSERT COUNTRY]
15andCounting campaign launched across the globe

The [insert organization’s name] is calling for the government to review the commitment it made to improving access to sexual and reproductive health services for young people as part of a 20 year commitment set out at the landmark International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in 1994.

15andCounting, a global campaign, has been launched to mark the 15 year point of the commitment made by 179 governments to improve family planning and sexual and reproductive health services, including services for maternal health, and to provide information and access to affordable condoms to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections. 

However in [insert country] – please add a few lines here about the problems and issues faced by young people with regards to sexual and reproductive health services (such as lack of sexuality and relationships education, access to safe abortion, condom availability etc.)

The ‘15 and counting’ campaign has launched the ‘Count Me In’ petition to give the young people of [insert country] a voice – to sign the petition visit www.15andcounting.org. This petition will be presented to the United Nations Secretary-General, to highlight the need for governments to deliver their ICPD commitments by 2015. 
[Insert name] from [insert your organization] said “Young people are sexual and have sexual relationships. They need and desire appropriate information and services before and after they become sexually active.  Collectively young people are the most marginalized group in society and have the least access to sexual and reproductive health services and information.

“We want the government to carefully review its promises and to accelerate programmes where necessary so that it fulfils its commitment to provide better access to sexual and reproductive health services for all young people.”
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Notes to Editors:

About 15andCounting:

15andCounting is a campaign that aims to engage young people all around the world, uniting them through the shared demand for access to education and sexual and reproductive health services for everyone, regardless of their age, gender or where they live.

Support from young people will be brought to life through the Count Me In petition which will be used to advocate with governments and international bodies to fulfil their ICPD commitments.  Through the campaign website and activities around the world, we are aiming to collect signatures and petitions from hundreds of thousands of young people representing every country around the globe. This petition will be presented to the UN Secretary General next autumn.
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